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Our task
Our task is to highlight that information
literate people do not copy 
- because of their awareness of ethical and 
legal issues
- because for them is
convenient not to copy
Plagiarism
From an individual point of view plagiarism
is:
- Very effective
- Speed
- Easy
- …
Plagiarism
From a social point of view it leads to:
LACK OF QUALITY
LACK OF PRODUCTIVITY
POOR HUMAN CAPITAL
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC UNDERDEVELOPMENT
Plagiarism
To develop human capital is necessary 
that education systems and corporate 
cultures reward original works, personal 
commitment and deep individual 
knowledge.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is like other “free riding” 
behaviours (corruption, crimes…). 
IT IS NOT SOCIALLY 
ACCEPTABLE 
NEGATIVE SOCIAL RATE 
OF RETURN
Plagiarism
Society provides rules and sanctions to
avoid plagirism
Plagiarism
 Rules and sanctions are not enough:
People need to be able to do what they have
to do
And now how
can I come back 
home?
Plagiarism
 Rules and sanctions are not enough:
Society needs positive actions
Society needs people skilled in searching and 
using information = Society needs information
literate people
Society needs information literacy instruction
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
Reasons for students having cheated
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
Bad time management skills
With infinite time, everybody is able to find
everything, but they don’t have infinite time
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
 No skills in searching effectively
Information illiterate people undervalue the 
complexity of research process
- definition of the research problem
- definition of specific terminology in natural language
- definition of controlled terminology to use in databases and OPACs
- document retrieval
- document analysis and evaluation
…
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
Attention to quantity instead of quality
Information illiterate people spent a lot of time on 
surfing the web
Results = many articles downloaded, few articles 
read, poor content in assignment
“flicking behaviour”(UCL, 2008)
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
Bad understanding of relevance 
of sources 
Information illiterate people use only the 
documents they can find quickly, no way 
of retrieving the best documents.
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
Lack of knowledge of reference 
materials
Rerefence books or reference ebooks still
exists (apart from Italy) for information
literate people
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
The tutor doesn’t care, why 
should I
Both teachers and librarians need to be 
information literate
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
 An information literate
teacher does not assign:
Paper on: water
- too generic and wide
- impossible to find a search question
- Impossible to give evaluation
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
What’s happen if tutor doesn’t 
care?
Students are encouraged to copy
Plagiarism is not an Internet phenomenon, 
“copy and past” is only the last form for 
copying.
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
lack of understanding in how to 
cite
Information literacy instruction comes from
bibliographical instructions
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
I can’t do this
Information literate people can 
evaluate objectively an
assignment
From a “subjective” evaluation to
an “objective” one
Information literacy as a barrier to 
plagiarism
 I do not need to learn this, I only need to 
pass
Information literate people are aware of the 
importance of learning for life
Conclusions
When rules against plagiarism are clear
and enforced, information literate people 
are aware they have no advantage to
cheat
